Who Are We?

The Western Plastics Association (WPA) is an alliance of plastic
manufacturers, suppliers, and downstream customers dedicated to
representing the broader interests of the plastics industry in the West.
WPA is poised to make a regional impact and work on issues that our
members think are important to the plastics industry.
Mission of WPA: Our goal is to create a unifying force for the industry in
the Western States and Canadian Provinces. We will educate policy makers and the public about
the positive economic impact of the industry and the environmental benefits of our products
through programs, newsletters, outreach and the media.
Key Objectives: The mission of WPA is expressed in a commitment to three key objectives:
• The alliance will serve as the voice of Western Processors on legislative, environmental, and
industry issues.
• We are committed to providing education opportunities for our members – including
discussions and programs on relevant technical, business and legal issues.
• WPA is dedicated to providing a forum for networking through programs held at multiple
locations throughout the year in the West.
Why you should join the WPA.
• Networking Opportunities: Monthly meetings will be held and participation will include
extruders, molders, converters, suppliers and customers. Meetings will not just be about a
speaker “talking at you” – each meeting will include a legislative/regulatory update, state of
the industry report and new members will be recognized and be able to talk about what their
company does. Speakers will be recruited to talk about what you want to hear – transportation,
work force, resin updates,
• Technical Programs: Education programs are being
planned where members will not only create new business
contacts, but be able to bring their employees to learn about
the latest advances in equipment, processes and resins. We
plan to have concurrent sessions on three different
topics which will be beneficial to the varied
needs of our industry in the West.

• Legislative Representation and Reporting:
As the unifying magnet for the plastics
industry in the West, WPA will provide
governmental representation for the plastics
industry in California on a daily basis and in
the other western states when key issues
arise that are a priority for the members
in that state or critical to the industry as
a whole. Examples of WPA’s past history
(through its former organization, the
California Film Extruders and Converters
Association) on
legislative matters
include leading
coalitions in opposition
to plastic bag bans,
changes to extreme
power regulations.
Among the other many
legislative matters
CFECA was involved in,
the organization also
led the plastics industry
in support of the elimination of heavy metals
in packaging, workers compensation reform,
and manufacturers’ tax credits.
WPA Goals for 2011/2012: With the
evolution from a small local organization
with a rich history of success (CFECA) to a
strong regional force, the Western Plastics
Association is poised to expand its focus and
coverage. Through communication with
plastics manufacturers throughout the West,
we have heard the concerns and suggestions
from all sectors of the industry and have
set clear goals for the alliance over the next
year. These include:
• Membership – To achieve the goal of a
unified industry, WPA members must be
representative of all sectors including
extruders, converters, molders, printers,
suppliers, and related
vendors to the plastic
industry.

• Communications – In order to be a
regional force, there will be direct
and frequent communications with
each member of the WPA. The
communication will not just be one
way from WPA to members, but with
the completion of our web site, you
will be able to communicate with other
members on issues that are important to
your company.
• Education – Information will be made
constantly available
to the membership
through Programs,
Newsletters and
through our Website
on new technology,
products, processes
and legislation. We
will cover a wide
range of topics
including workers
compensation,
transportation, ICE I-9 audits, workforce
training, insurance and human resources.
• Legislation and Regulations – Our
members will be advised of potentially
damaging legislation, and legislation that
will help manufacturers, and WPA will
actively promote the benefits of plastics
and the industry to legislators and
regulators.
• Environmental – We will supply our
members with information, education,
and representation on matters relating
to Plastic’s impact on the environment.
WPA will educate the public and policy
makers about the positive benefits that
plastics make to everyday lives and the
environment.
• Meetings – Members will be provided
with the opportunity to network a
minimum of eight times per year at
locations throughout the West.

